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Thames Valley Network
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the U3A Thames Valley Network held at Benson Parish Hall on Friday 5th May 2023
Present: 
Committee: Fay Sinai, Chair (Abingdon); David Morton, Vice-Chair, and website administrator (Reading); Derek Randall, Treasurer (Thame & District); Anne Marie Lord, Mins. Secretary (Chinnor & District); Susie Berry, Events Co-ordinator (Ridgeway); Patsy Thornton (Wokingham), Avis Furness (Reading).
Representatives: Ann Martin (Abingdon);  Chris Fieldsend and Liz Rowe-Jones( Banbury); Tomy Duby (Bicester); Bruce Collins, Robert Goddard, Janet Russell (Bracknell Forest); Jane Barker and Chris Hardwick (Chalfonts); James Cadle (Chess Valley); Annette Dearmun, Dorothea Dunn and Dorrie Oliver (Chinnor & District); Kath Oldham (Didcot & District); Peter Foot (Faringdon & District); Celia Barnshaw and Brian Trent (Goring Gap); Deborah Miller and Mike Price (Greater Thame); Janet Mills (Haddenham); Jenny Alder (Maidenhead); Francesco Parisi (Milton Keynes); Mary and Robin Blake (Newbury); Mary Butcher and Jane Sellwood (Reading);  Mary Roadnight (Ridgeway); Christine Phillips and Keith Searing (South Bucks); Neil Kelly (Thameside, Wallingford); Lee Selman and Jack Telling (Wallingford); David Humphries and Peter Todd (Windsor & District); Clare McKinley (Witney); John Waddington (Wokingham). 
South East Region: Susie Berry
1. Welcome and Apologies: 
Fay welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies had been received from: John Orchard (Abingdon); Fritha Irwin and any other member (Bourne End); Buckingham & District; Kathy Dunmore (Carterton); Margaret Sherrington (Headington); Judith Elliot (High Wycombe); David Part (Marlow); Oxford u3a; Jacqui Weiss (Reading); Angela Jacob (Ridgeway); Pauline van der Sanden (Swindon); John Sutton (Thame); Ken Johnson (Thameside, Wallingford); Stephanie Steevenson (Thatcham); Nick & Judy Sturley (Wendover); Beverley Birmingham and any other member  (West Oxford); Maire Kiddle (Wokingham). Fay gave apologies for Gill Le Du (Henley and TVN Committee)
 2. Minutes of the AGM of 29th April 2022 circulated before the meeting. 
These and copies of Rep’s meetings Minutes are available on the TVN website.

Approval of these Minutes was proposed by Peter Foot (Faringdon), seconded by Dorrie Oliver (Chinnor). The Minutes were approved on a show of hands.
3.  Matters Arising:    
None that would not be dealt with through the meeting agenda.
4. Chair’s Report: 

Fay began her first report as TVN Chair by describing this Network as a busy and exciting network, the biggest and most likely the busiest in the South East region.
Since becoming Chair, she has attended the almost monthly South East Regional network meetings, all on Zoom and covering the entire region. Here network chairs come together to iron out problems that the individual networks may have experienced and to pass on any suggestions/advice etc. Fay has not found them as useful as others do but being in a minority she will continue to attend and ‘watch and learn.’ She has found guest speakers from TAT at a few of these meetings helpful and interesting. 

The South East Region Autumn and Spring gatherings (both on Zoom) were well worth attending. Fay recommended these to Reps, they are open to all u3a members in the region. The insurance workshop at the Autumn gathering was particularly relevant and informative now that the Charities Commission has become so stringent with its rules and regulations. 
Alan Walmsley presented detailed information re the Hadrian’s Wall project at the Spring gathering. 

Fay was invited to attend the opening of the u3a quilt exhibition in the Blanket Hall in Witney. Having left the Abingdon u3a celebratory picnic especially she was caught up in a huge traffic jam on the A34. She was deeply disappointed to miss both events.
Fay has found the Network Link meetings more useful as u3as nationwide ‘speak’ to each other. It is interesting how differently u3as are run everywhere. At the last meeting a Q and A section was included, it was very successful and will be planned again for the next meeting.

Fay thanked the Events team who have once again excelled themselves. TVN is a leading light in our region and possibly nationwide in terms of Events offered, thanks to all who suggest topics covering a wide range of subjects including music, politics, science, history, and many more. Fay encouraged Reps and members who had not yet joined any of the events to try them. 
Fay has actively supported the adoption of Beacon for the Network. The Committee members who will find it useful have had relevant training and preparation. They will start using the system once information and data has been uploaded. 
Fay had been invited to Bracknell Forest’s combined birthday and anniversary celebrations. Sadly, plans were changed as the date coincided with the weekend of the Queen’s death. However, Fay did enjoy meeting members of another u3a on another date and finding out what they were all about.

Fay concluded her report with a request for more committee members. This is a small committee given the number of u3as in the TVN. While all Committee members enjoy and are committed to what we do, there are times when more members are needed. After 11 years of meeting and greeting Reps at the door and taking the minutes Anne Marie, Minutes Sec. has agreed to be re-elected for one more year after which she will retire. Gill Le Du is not well, and it is very doubtful that she will return. Fay thanked Gill in absentia for her help on the committee and the Events team. The committee meets only four times a year – 3 face-to-face (to date at a committee members’ home but this could change) and the winter meeting is on Zoom. We are a committee open to new ideas and really would love to have some new blood. Fay said that she had come to this committee as the Vice-Chair, having been rep for her own u3a. She had no experience of this committee at all but was readily welcomed and she thanked all on the committee for supporting her.
5.  Treasurer’s Report: The annual accounts for the year ending 31st December 2022 had already been circulated.

The closing balance of £13069.30 carried forward at the end of 2021 included cheques totalling £400. One of these cheques for £100 was lost and the sum added to the amount carried forward in the accounts as shown on the Summary.

Fifteen fee-paying events have been held over the past year using Zoom. The number of members attending has been encouraging, due, in particular, to the high calibre of the Speakers and the topics presented. Derek thanked the members of the Events Team for arranging these events.
A deficit of £1505.27 was realised in 2022 leaving a balance of £11,264.03 to carry forward to 2023.
There were no questions relating to the accounts but Reading congratulated Derek on the clarity of the accounts which are easy to understand.
5.2 Derek presented the annual accounts for the year ending 31st December 2022 for approval.

Proposed by Mike Price (Greater Thame), seconded by James Cadle (Chess Valley). 
This was carried on a show of hands and the accounts accepted.
6 Election of Officers and Committee members.
6.1 Chair, Fay was elected in 2022, she has a further 2 years to serve as Chair.

6.2 Vice- Chair. David has been co-opted as Vice-Chair in 2022-23. 

6.3 Reps were asked to appoint David Morton as Vice-Chair.

Proposed by Mike Price, seconded by Lee Selman (Wallingford).

This was agreed on a show of hands.

6.4 Derek Randall – Treasurer (Thame & District), Susie Berry – Events Team co-ordinator (Ridgeway), Gill LeDu – Committee Member (Henley on Thames), Patsy Thornton – Committee Member (Wokingham) will continue to serve as committee members.
6.5 Anne Marie Lord – Mins Sec (Chinnor & District) will continue to serve for one more year.
6.6 Reps were asked to elect Avis Furness (Reading) as a Committee Member.

Proposed by Mary Blake (Newbury), seconded by Mary Butcher (Reading).
This was agreed on a show of hands.

7 Resolutions from members.

None received.

8 AOB 

Chinnor asked whether TVN banks on-line. Derek replied that at present TVN does not.
Fay thanked everyone for attending the AGM. She closed the meeting at 10.50am. 
Chair………………….    

 Date ……………………..                                 11/05/2023
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